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interested in military affairs than in politics. It is
difficult to say how consciously she already envisaged
the future, but already she was not particularly eager
for him to become too much interested in the government
of her country. Perhaps, too, she was beginning to
realise that he had few statesmanlike qualities. He
was an excellent diplomat when it came to dealing
with other individuals, but he lacked insight into compli-
cated political situations. She was therefore deter-
mined that he should be a general.

Late in 1737 Francis volunteered for service in the
army. Though his military experience was confined
to the very limited theoretical knowledge of strategy
taught him by General Neipperg, his devoted father-in-
law foolishly placed him in command of the army. True,
he was to co-operate closely with General Konigsegg,
but in practice, when Francis first joined the troops, his
prestige, based merely on the fact that he was married
to the Habsburg heir, was greater than the general's.

This second campaign was even more disastrous
than the first under Seckendorf had been. The Turks
invaded and gained control of nearly all of Serbia.
Again Charles blamed this failure on his generals, instead
of on the fact that his army was quite unequal to the
task. This time Konigsegg was recalled in disgrace,
and Francis was harshly reproved by the Emperor.

A third campaign under Marshal Wallis finally
brought about the complete defeat of the Austrian
^forces. At the Peace of Belgrade in 1739, the Turks
retained all of Serbia, including Belgrade, and the
important fortress of Orsova. Charles, who could not
bear to admit that he himself was entirely responsible
for this war, blamed the Peace on General Neipperg,
who had negotiated with the Turks, Never had Charles